
 
 
A G E N D A 

 
CITY OF CORONADO CITY COUNCIL/ 

THE CITY OF CORONADO ACTING AS THE SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF 

THE CITY OF CORONADO 
 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 
 

Coronado City Hall Council Chambers 
1825 Strand Way 

Coronado, California 92118 
 

REGULAR MEETING – 4 P.M. 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to participate in a 
City meeting or other services offered by this City, please contact the City Clerk’s office, (619) 522-7320.  Assisted 
listening devices are available at this meeting.  Ask the City Clerk if you desire to use this device.  Upon request, the 
agenda and documents in the agenda packet can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with 
a disability.  Notification of at least 48 hours prior to the meeting or time when services are needed will assist the 
City staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting or service. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL. 
 
 2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

*3. MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY:  Approval of the minutes of 
the Regular meeting of September 2, 2014. 

 
 4. CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS:   
 a. Proclamation:  Fire Prevention Week.  (Pg 1) 
 b. Proclamation:  Constitution Week.  (Pg 5) 

c. Proclamation:  Key to the City.  (Pg 9) 
 
 5. CONSENT CALENDAR:  All items listed under this section are considered to be routine 
and will be acted upon with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items 
unless a member of the City Council or the public so requests, in which event, the item will be 
considered separately in its normal sequence. 
 

a. Approval of Reading by Title and Waiver of Reading In Full of Ordinances on 
this Agenda.  (Pg 11) 
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 Recommendation: Approve the reading by title and waive the reading in 
full of all Ordinances on the agenda. 

 
*b. Review and Approve that the Warrants, as Certified by the City/Agency 

Treasurer, are all Correct, Just, and Conform to the Approved Budget for FY 
2013-2014 and FY 2014-2015.  (Pg 13) 

 Recommendation: Approve the Warrants as certified by the City/Agency 
Treasurer. 

 
c. Approval of Acceptance of Bequest and Appropriation of $50,000 for Digitization 

of Local Newspapers Currently on Microfilm at the Coronado Public Library 
through the California Digital Newspaper Collection at the University of 
California Riverside.  (Pg 67) 

 Recommendation:  Accept and appropriate $50,000 from the Judith Bond 
bequest made to the Coronado Public Library Board of Trustees for the 
funding of the digitization of the microfilm collection of local newspapers at 
the Coronado Public Library and implementation of the project through the 
California Digital Newspaper Collection at the University of California 
Riverside. 

 
d. Authorization for the City Manager to Execute a Purchase Agreement for an 

Electronic Patient Reporting Program from World Advancement of Technology 
for Emergency Responders (W.A.T.E.R.) for an Amount Not To Exceed $40,000.  
(Pg 69) 

 Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase 
agreement with World Advancement of Technology for Emergency 
Responders (W.A.T.E.R.) for an amount not to exceed $40,000. 

 
e. Review of 2014 Fourth of July Celebration.  (Pg 71) 
 Recommendation:  Review and receive report. 
 
f. Authorization to Advertise the Coronado Cays Channel Berms Stabilization 

Project for Bid.  (Pg 77) 
 Recommendation:  Authorize staff to advertise the Coronado Cays Channel 

Berms Stabilization project for bid. 
 
g. Authorization to Advertise the Golf Course Cart Barn Roof Structural Repairs 

Project for Bid.  (Pg 79) 
 Recommendation:  Authorize staff to advertise the Golf Course Cart Barn 

Roof Structural Repairs project for bid. 
 
h. Authorization to Advertise the Installation of Screens at the Golf Course 15th 

Fairway for Bid.  (Pg 81) 
 Recommendation:  Authorize staff to advertise the installation of screens on 

the 15th fairway for bid. 
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i. Approval of Installation of Two Electrical Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations at the 

Coronado Golf Course.  (Pg 85) 
Recommendation:  Approve the installation of two electrical vehicle charging 
stations at the Coronado Golf Course. 

 
j. Authorization for the City Manager to Execute Purchase Agreements for an 

Amount Not To Exceed $605,000 through Cooperative Purchasing Programs and 
a Sole Source Agreement for the Following Vehicles and Equipment: Three Ford 
Explorer Police Interceptor Sport Utility Vehicles; One Ford Explorer XLT 4x4 
Utility Vehicle; One Ford F650 XLT with an Altec Aerial Device Body; One 
Vermeer Deluxe Stump Grinder; One Reelmaster Riding Mower; and one Load-
N-Pack with a Front Dumping Box.  (Pg 89) 

 Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase 
agreements for an amount not to exceed $605,000 in order to replace six 
vehicles, a stump grinder and a Load-N-Pack which are programmed for 
replacement in the current FY 2014-15 Vehicle and Equipment Replacement 
(VER) Fund 135.   

 
 6. COMMUNICATIONS - ORAL:  Each person wishing to speak before the City Council 
on any matter shall approach the City Council, give their name, and limit their presentation to 3 
minutes.  State law generally precludes the City Council from discussing or acting upon any 
topic initially presented during oral communication.  (ORAL COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE 
LIMITED TO A TOTAL OF 10 MINUTES; ANY FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE 
HEARD PRIOR TO THE MEETING ADJOURNMENT) 
 
 7. CITY MANAGER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

a. Update on Council Directed Actions and Citizen Inquiries.  (Informational Item)   
 

 8. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
a. Public Hearing:  Consideration of a Request for a Historic Alteration Permit, 

Including Relief From Zoning Standards, for the Property Addressed as 544 D 
Avenue and 545 Palm Avenue and Located In The R-3 (Multiple Family 
Residential) Zone (HAP 2014-10 Diane Johnson).  (Pg 133) 

 Historic Resource Commission Recommendation:  Adopt “A Resolution of 
the City Council of the City of Coronado approving the request for Historic 
Alteration Permit, including relief from zoning standards, for the property 
addressed as 544 D Avenue and 545 Palm Avenue and located in the R-3 
(multiple family residential) zone.” 

 
 9. ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS:  None. 
 
10. COMMISSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None. 
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11. CITY COUNCIL: 
a. Council Reports on Inter-Agency Committee and Board Assignments. (Questions 

allowed to clarify but no responses, discussion or action.)  (Pg 177) 
 
b. Consideration of Appointment of Two New Members to the Residential Standards 

Improvement Project 3 (RSIP-3) Committee.  (Pg 181) 
 Recommendation:  Appoint two individuals to the RSIP-3 Committee. 
 
c. Receive Report and Provide Direction to Staff on the City’s Business License Tax 

Including Consideration of a Business License Tax Holiday for 2015.  (Pg 197) 
 Recommendation:  Accept report and provide direction. 
 
d. Review and Comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement Prepared for 

the Naval Base Coronado Coastal Campus. (Pg 241) 
 Recommendation:  Approve the transmittal of the letter on the Draft EIS 

along with any additional comments suggested by Councilmembers. 
 
e. Review and Acceptance of the 2012 Annual Traffic Report.  (Pg 265) 
 Recommendation:  Review and accept the 2012 Annual Traffic Report. 
 
f. Information Regarding the Cost to Add Holiday Lighting to the Palm Trees on 

Orange Avenue.  (Pg 301) 
 Recommendation:  Receive report and provide direction. 

 
12. CITY ATTORNEY:  No report. 
 
13. COMMUNICATIONS - WRITTEN:  None. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

A COPY OF THE AGENDA WITH THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL, AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY OR ON 

OUR WEBSITE AT 
www.coronado.ca.us 

 
 
 
 
Writings and documents regarding an agenda item on an open session meeting, received 
after official posting and distributed to the Council for consideration, will be made 
available for public viewing at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 1825 Strand Way, 
during normal business hours.  Materials submitted for consideration should be forwarded 
to the City Clerk’s Office at cityclerk@coronado.ca.us.  
 

Joint City Council/SA Meeting     September 16, 2014 
 

AS A COURTESY TO OTHERS, PLEASE SILENCE CELL PHONES 



































































1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

2



3



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

4



5



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

6



7



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

8



9



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

10



11



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

76



77



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

78



79



80



81



82



83



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

84



85



86



87



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

88



89



90



91



92



93



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

94



95



96



97



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



109



110



111



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

112



113



114



115



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

116



117



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

118



119



120



121



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

122



123



124



125



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

126



127



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

128



129



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

130



131



132



133



134



135



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

136



137



138



139



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

140



141



142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



159



160



161



162



163



164



165



166



167



168



169



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

170



171



172



173



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

174



175



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

176



177



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

178



179



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

180



181



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

182



183



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

184



185



186



187



188



189



190



191



192



193



194



195



196



197



198



199



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

200



201



202



203



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

204



205



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

206



207



208



209



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

210



211



212



213



214



215



216



217



218



219



220



221



222



223



224



225



226



227



228



229



230



231



232



233



234



235



236



237



238



239



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

240



241



242



243



244



245



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

246



247



248



249



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

250



251



252



253



254



255



256



257



258



259



260



261



262



263



264



265



266



  

 

 

CITY OF CORONADO 
 

 
 

ANNUAL TRAFFIC REPORT - 2012 

 

PREPARED BY 

THE CITY OF CORONADO ENGINEERING AND  

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This executive summary is intended to give the reader quick facts regarding traffic circulation and 
traffic accidents within the City of Coronado during the year 2012.  For a more complete summary, 
as well as analysis of the data presented, please refer to the main body of the report. 
 
Incorporated in 1890, the City of Coronado has a population of approximately 23,400, according 
to data collected during the 2010 census.  City streets, along with State Highways 75 and 282, total 
more than 47 miles of roadway within City limits.  Directing traffic along these roadways are 15 
traffic signals, all but one of which is owned, operated, and maintained by Caltrans (the City 
controls the signal at the intersection of Orange Avenue and First Street).  As the home of two 
naval bases, three world-class resorts, and a golf course that regularly ranks among the best of its 
class in California, Coronado welcomes more than two million visitors annually. 
 
Due to Coronado’s unique location within San Diego Bay, vehicular access to and from the City 
is limited to two routes along State Highway 75:  The San Diego-Coronado Bridge and the Silver 
Strand.  Because of this, Coronado, in coordination with Caltrans, is able to monitor the number 
of vehicles entering and leaving the City on a day-to-day basis.  Traffic volumes entering and 
leaving the City, as well as certain accident-related data, for the year 2012 are summarized below: 
 
Quick Facts for 2012 
 

 93,500 vehicles, on average, enter and/or leave Coronado each day: 
o 73,000 vehicles per day, on average, enter/leave via the Bridge 
o 20,500 vehicles per day, on average, enter/leave via the Silver Strand 
 

 There were 269 reported accidents within City limits: 
o 0 accidents resulted in fatalities 
o 134 accidents resulted in injuries 
o 38 accidents included a pedestrian or bicyclist 
o 19 accidents involved Driving Under the Influence 
 

 The primary collision factors for traffic accidents were (In ranking order): 
1) Automobile right-of-way violations 
2) Improper turning 
3) Unsafe speed 

 
Traffic Volume and Accident Trends 
 
Although the City of Coronado is considered to be built-out, traffic patterns can vary as they are 
heavily influenced by navy operations such as the arrival or departure of aircraft carriers and other 
supporting staff and equipment.  In 2012, Coronado experienced a minor increase in traffic volume 
relative to 2011, but when compared against all recorded volume data, 2012 averaged over 7,000 
vehicles per day less than the highest recorded volumes ever observed (which occurred between 
2002 and 2004).  Recent volume trends are summarized in Table 1 below: 
 
 

TABLE 1:  FIVE-YEAR TRAFFIC VOLUME TREND 
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YEAR 
BRIDGE 
AADT* 

(THOUSANDS) 

ANNUAL 
INCREASE/
DECREASE 

SILVER 
STRAND 
AADT* 

(THOUSANDS) 

ANNUAL 
INCREASE/
DECREASE 

TOTAL 
AADT* 

(THOUSANDS) 

TOTAL 
ANNUAL 

INCREASE/
DECREASE 

2012 73.0 0.0% 20.5 <1% 93.5 <1% 
2011 73.0 -2.7% 20.4 -2.5% 93.4 -2.7% 
2010 75.0 2.7% 20.9 -6.3% 95.9 0.6% 
2009 73.0 0.0% 22.3 2.3% 95.3 0.5% 
2008 73.0 0.0% 21.8 -5.2% 94.8 -1.2% 

*Average Annual Daily Trips 
 
The overall number of reported accidents within the City of Coronado had remained relatively 
unchanged between 2008 and 2011, after having been on a relatively steady decline since the early 
1990s.  Unfortunately, a significant increase in the number of reported accidents was observed in 
2012 when compared to 2011 statistics; however, this increase appears to be due, in large part, to 
changes in local accident reporting procedures.  Prior to calendar year 2012, the Police 
Department’s practice for taking a formal accident report was consistent with the requirements of 
the California Vehicle Code (CVC) section 20000 and included writing reports for any fatal, 
injury, or significant property damage-only accidents.  There were times during this period when 
a traffic collision was reported to the Police Department and upon an officer arriving on the scene, 
the involved parties agreed to exchange information and did not require a written report.  The 
department revised its traffic accident reporting requirements in 2012 and began taking written 
reports for all incidents reported to the department, no matter how minor.  It is believed that this 
change in reporting practices is primarily responsible for the increase in the overall number of 
traffic accidents reported in 2012.  The overall number of reported accidents for the past five years 
is summarized in Table 2 below, which shows an increase in the total number of accidents from 
179 in 2011 to 269 in 2012: 
 

 TABLE 2: FIVE-YEAR ACCIDENT TREND 
COLLISION TYPE  2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 5-Year Avg. 
 FATAL COLLISIONS  1 0 2 2 0 1.0 
 INJURY COLLISIONS  101 85 95 88 107 95.2 
 PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY  83 96 73 89 162 100.6 
 AUTO/BICYCLE  15 15 14 21 25 18.0 
 AUTO/PEDESTRIAN  8 7 6 8 13 8.4 
 HIT AND RUN  26 37 26 34 56 35.8 
 SINGLE VEHICLE  34 19 25 30 32 28.0 
 UNDER THE INFLUENCE  23 17 15 21 19 19.0 
TOTAL COLLISIONS  184 181 176 179 269 183 
 
In 2012, the number of accidents that occurred on City streets was fewer than the number of 
accidents along State Highways, with 109 reported accidents occurring on City streets and 152 
reported accidents occurring on State Highways (eight additional accidents on private property 
were reported during 2012).  Maps showing the accident locations for 2012 can be found at the 
end of this report. 
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Despite the increase in reported collisions for year 2012, it is important to note that while the total 
average daily two-way traffic entering and leaving the City of Coronado has increased 
approximately 73% since 1977, the number of reported accidents has decreased by approximately 
48% during the same time frame.  This trend suggests that any one, or all, of the following 
statements is true:  1) traffic control measures implemented by the City and/or Caltrans have had 
positive effects; 2) traffic enforcement practices have had a positive effect on the manner in which 
motorists within Coronado drive; 3) drivers within the City of Coronado have become more aware 
of their surroundings and are driving more appropriately; 4) accidents are not being reported as 
much as they were in prior years. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In accordance with Coronado Municipal Code Title 56.03.014, the City Engineer files an Annual 
Traffic Report with the City Council.  According to the Municipal Code, the report shall contain 
the following: 
 

A) Traffic accident data, including the number of traffic accidents, the number of persons 

killed and the number of persons injured; 

B) The number of traffic accidents investigated and other pertinent data on the safety 

activities of the City; and 

C) The plans and recommendations of the City staff for future traffic safety activities. 

 
This report covers the period from January 1 to December 31, 2012.  The statistical data regarding 
traffic accidents used to prepare the report is collected and analyzed using a computer program 
called Crossroads.  The Crossroads program provides staff with a platform to organize accident 
data within a Global Positioning System (GPS) linked database that allows accident data to be 
easily sorted and analyzed.  Crossroads also allows staff to download accident information relevant 
to the City of Coronado from the State of California Highway Patrol as it becomes available, 
eliminating a significant amount of staff time that would otherwise be required to manually input 
the data.  The data downloaded from the California Highway Patrol is based on information taken 
from Coronado Police Department accident reports, which are required to be submitted to the state.  
Unfortunately, accident information from the State of California Highway Patrol was not available 
on a quarterly basis during 2012, with nearly one-quarter of the year’s accident information still 
unavailable for downloading as of April 2014.  In order to complete the report, City staff manually 
input this data into the Crossroads system using Coronado Police Department traffic accident 
reports. 
 
Although not required by the Coronado Municipal Code, the Annual Traffic Report also includes 
traffic volume data.  While the City of Coronado is built out, traffic patterns can significantly vary 
depending upon the season, and the number of civilian and military personnel reporting to the local 
navy bases.  The volume data is primarily used by City staff to understand local traffic patterns, 
but can also be used to calculate accident rates along City streets to better understand the severity 
of safety issues that may be identified as a result of this report. 
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TRAFFIC VOLUME 
 
Overall Volume Entering and Leaving the City 
 
There are two locations to enter or leave the City of Coronado by automobile:  1) SR 75 via the 
San Diego-Coronado Bridge (commonly referred to as “the Coronado Bridge”), and 2) SR 75 via 
the Silver Strand.  Coronado is fortunate in that both locations have been monitored by Caltrans 
using permanent traffic count stations for numerous years.  These count stations are located within 
the toll plaza at the base of the Coronado Bridge and near Gate 3 of the Naval Amphibious Base 
(NAB) at Tarawa Road along SR 75.  The data is continuously collected and can be used to analyze 
daily, weekly, monthly, or Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) volumes.  The AADT, reported 
as the number of vehicles per day, is calculated by taking the total traffic volume for the year and 
dividing it by 365 (the number of days in one calendar year). 
 
The two-way AADT for 2012 across the Coronado Bridge was approximately 73,000 vehicles per 
day while the AADT for the Silver Strand Highway was approximately 20,500 vehicles per day.  
This results in a total AADT volume of approximately 93,500 vehicles per day entering or exiting 
the City during 2012, an increase of less than 1% from the 2011 figure of 93,400.  These numbers 
can be further broken down as shown in Table 3: 
 

TABLE 3: ANNUAL AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC (AADT) 
ENTERING AND LEAVING CORONADO DURING 2012* 

 ENTERING LEAVING TOTAL 
CORONADO BRIDGE 36,900 36,100 73,000 
SILVER STRAND 10,300 10,200 20,500 
TOTAL 47,200 46,300 93,500 

*The difference in average volume entering and average volume leaving Coronado is due primarily to 
inaccuracies of counting equipment and the margin of error introduced by averaging values 

 
Historical AADT data beginning with year 1977 for both the Coronado Bridge and the Silver 
Strand is listed in Table 4, and is graphically presented in Graph A.  As can be seen in the table 
and graph, traffic on the Coronado Bridge has more than doubled since 1977.  Silver Strand traffic 
volumes within the same time frame have, at times, been as much as 22% above 1977 volume 
levels; however, traffic volumes during 2012 along the Silver Strand are slightly below 1977 traffic 
volumes.   
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TABLE 4: HISTORICAL DATA FOR ANNUAL AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC (AADT)  
ENTERING AND LEAVING CORONADO 

YEAR 

CORONADO 
BRIDGE 
AADT 

(X1,000) 

ANNUAL 
INCREASE 

SILVER 
STRAND 
AADT 

(X1,000) 

ANNUAL 
INCREASE 

TOTAL 
AADT 

(X1,000) 

TOTAL 
ANNUAL 
INCREASE 

2012 73.0 0.0% 20.5 <1% 93.5 <1% 
2011 73.0 -2.7% 20.4 -2.5% 93.4 -2.7% 
2010 75.0 2.7% 20.9 -6.7% 95.9 0.6% 
2009 73.0 0.0% 22.3 2.2% 95.3 0.5% 
2008 73.0 0.0% 21.8 -5.2% 94.8 -1.2% 
2007 73.0 -0.9% 23.0 -2.1% 96.0 -1.2% 
2006 73.7 -2.5% 23.5 0% 97.2 -2.0% 
2005 75.6 -0.5% 23.5 -7.8% 99.2 -2.3% 
2004 76.0 4.1% 25.5 -8.9% 101.5 0.5% 
2003 73.0 -5.2% 28.0 13.4% 101.0 -0.7% 
2002 77.0 6.9% 24.7 1.2% 101.7 5.5% 
2001 72.0 2.9% 24.4 3.4% 96.4 3.1% 
2000 69.9 1.3% 23.6 -3.3% 93.5 0.1% 
1999 69.0 -2.8% 24.4 5.1% 93.4 -0.8% 
1998 71.0 1.4% 23.2 2.7% 94.2 1.7% 
1997 70.0 0.0% 22.6 -1.7% 92.6 -0.4% 
1996 70.0 6.1% 23.0 -1.3% 93.0 4.1% 
1995 66.0 0.0% 23.3 -0.9% 89.3 -0.2% 
1994 66.0 1.5% 23.5 -2.1% 89.5 0.6% 
1993 65.0 -3.0% 24.0 -5.9% 89.0 -3.8% 
1992 67.0 6.3% 25.5 8.1% 92.5 6.8% 
1991 63.0 0.3% 23.6 3.5% 86.6 1.2% 
1990 62.8 2.6% 22.8 -3.0% 85.6 1.1% 
1989 61.2 9.3% 23.5 -6.0% 84.7 4.6% 
1988 56.0 6.7% 25.0 4.2% 81.0 5.9% 
1987 52.5 -0.9% 24.0 -4.0% 76.5 -1.9% 
1986 53.0 8.2% 25.0 6.8% 78.0 7.7% 
1985 49.0 6.5% 23.4 1.7% 72.4 4.9% 
1984 46.0 5.3% 23.0 4.1% 69.0 4.9% 
1983 43.7 7.9% 22.1 7.8% 65.8 7.9% 
1982 40.5 4.4% 20.5 0.0% 61.0 2.9% 
1981 38.8 3.5% 20.5 -1.9% 59.3 1.5% 
1980 37.5 2.7% 20.9 -0.9% 58.4 1.4% 
1979 36.5 0.0% 21.1 -4.5% 57.6 -1.7% 
1978 36.5 10.6% 22.1 5.7% 58.6 8.7% 
1977 33.0 N/A 20.9 N/A 53.9 N/A 
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Weekday vs. Weekend Traffic Patterns 
 
Using the data provided by the Caltrans permanent count stations along SR 75 near the Coronado 
Bridge and along the Silver Strand, City staff is able to analyze traffic patterns for both weekdays 
and weekends.  As is the case in most cities, traffic volumes during the week tend to be 
significantly higher and more predictable than those experienced during the weekend.  This is 
particularly true in Coronado due to the relatively high volume of weekday commuter traffic 
heading to and from the two naval bases located on the island, compared to the volume of local 
and visitor traffic experienced on the weekends.  Weekend traffic tends to be more affected by 
seasonal influences (beach season being the primary seasonal influence) and specific activities that 
bring residents from other nearby cities.  For these reasons, most engineering analyses performed 
by City staff focus on weekday, or “five-day,” traffic volumes. 
 
The following graphs show the five-day averages calculated for each month of 2012 using the data 
collected at both the Coronado Bridge (Graph B) and along the Silver Strand (Graph C).  Also 
shown in these graphs are weekend averages for each month at the same locations.  
 
Based on the available data, the average five-day traffic volume on the Coronado Bridge in 2012 
was 77,870 vehicles per day.  The average five-day traffic volume along the Silver Strand for year 
2012 was 22,080 vehicles per day.  The average weekend volume on the Coronado Bridge during 
2012 was 56,895 vehicles per day, while the Silver Strand typically averaged 15,220 vehicles per 
day during each weekend.  This shows that there are approximately 30% more vehicles into/out of 
Coronado on weekdays than on weekends. 
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In addition to state highway traffic 
volume data provided by Caltrans, the 
City utilizes pneumatic tube counters to 
sample traffic volumes at strategic 
locations throughout Coronado.  These 
tube counters can be placed virtually 
anywhere along a City roadway to gain a 
better understanding of local traffic 
patterns and needs.  The data is most 
often collected to respond to resident 
requests for stop signs or other such 
traffic devices, or to determine the 
effectiveness of newly installed traffic 
measures such as turn restrictions.  The 
analysis required for these types of 
studies often requires a more detailed understanding of day-to-day traffic patterns.  As a result, the 
data is typically analyzed to determine the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) as well as the morning 
and afternoon “peak hours” when traffic volumes are at their highest.  Table 5 includes a summary 
of the data collected by City staff using pneumatic tube counters during calendar year 2012. 
 

TABLE 5:  Traffic Volumes Sampled on City Streets in 2012 
Street Location Date 

Weekday AM PEAK PM PEAK 
ADT Hour Direction Volume Hour Direction Volume 

          
Fifth Street 1400 Block 7/13-7/25 2104 1100 WB 189 1600 EB 286 
Fifth Street  500 Block 10/3-10/10 1647 0500 WB 272 1600 EB 289 
Fifth Street 1500 Block 7/13-7/25 3413 1000 EB 277 1600 EB 350 
G Avenue 800 Block 9/-9/12 391 0700 NB 29 1400 SB 37 
Glorietta Blvd. 900 Block 1/31-2/6 3529 1100 NB 250 1500 NB 410 
Isabella Avenue 1000 Block 6/27-7/3 6280 1100 SB 552 1200 NB 579 
Pomona Avenue 900 Block 1/31-2/6 7600 0700 NB 717 1600 NB 696 
Strand Way 1800 Block 6/27-7/3 1537 1100 NB 113 1600 NB 142 

 
 

Typical Pneumatic Tube Counter Installation 
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TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
 
In 2012, the Police Department implemented new traffic accident reporting procedures which require 
a written report whenever a traffic collision is reported and/or an officer responds to the scene of a 
reported collision.  In the past, there were times when a collision was reported and the responding 
officer determined that the collision resulted in only minor property damage and allowed the involved 
parties to exchange information with no official written report taken.  Due to the fact that many times 
a written report was requested by insurance companies in order to process claims, this new procedure 
was implemented to avoid increased workload for police staff.  Unfortunately, these new procedures 
contributed toward an overall increase in reported accidents for year 2012. 
 
269 accidents were reported in the City of Coronado during 2012.  No fatal collisions were reported 
during 2012 and 107 collisions resulted in injuries.  In order to better understand accident trends 
within the City, data including the number, location, and type of accidents have been summarized in 
this report as well as data regarding the primary collision factors reported, the type of accident (car 
vs. car or car vs. bicycle, etc.), and the time of year each accident occurred. 
 
Number of Accidents 
 
Historical data regarding the number of reported accidents in the City of Coronado dating back to 
1977 are included in Table 6, and graphically shown in Graph D.  
 

TABLE 6:  HISTORICAL DATA FOR TOTAL NUMBER OF REPORTED ACCIDENTS IN CORONADO 

YEAR TOTAL NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS INJURY ACCIDENTS PERCENTAGE INVOLVING 
INJURIES 

2012 269 107 40% 
2011 179 88 49% 
2010 176 95 54% 
2009 181 85 47% 
2008 184 101 55% 
2007 195 98 50% 
2006 225 85 38% 
2005 205 82 40% 
2004 233 90 39% 
2003 231 98 42% 
2002 243 89 37% 
2001 245 102 42% 
2000 194 65 34% 
1999 223 107 48% 
1998 224 71 32% 
1997 309 110 36% 
1996 266 108 41% 
1995 302 105 35% 
1994 321 103 32% 
1993 380 119 31% 
1992 390 111 28% 
1991 408 132 32% 
1990 409 130 32% 
1989 328 105 32% 
1988 408 125 31% 
1987 338 127 38% 
1986 399 147 37% 
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TABLE 6 CONTINUED:  HISTORICAL DATA FOR TOTAL NUMBER OF  
REPORTED ACCIDENTS IN CORONADO 

1985 334 125 37% 
1984 376 135 36% 
1983 384 195 51% 
1982 374 138 37% 
1981 432 171 40% 
1980 419 155 37% 
1979 482 171 35% 
1978 519 150 29% 
1977 511 120 23% 

 
It is important to note that while the total average daily two-way traffic entering and leaving the 
City of Coronado has increased approximately 73% since 1977, the number of reported accidents 
has decreased by approximately 47%.  This trend suggests that the traffic control and enforcement 
measures implemented by the City have had positive effects.  

As illustrated in Graph D, the significant decrease seen in the overall number of accidents reported 
each year since 1977 is due, in large part, to a reduction in the number of reported “Property Damage 
Only” accidents (property damage only accidents are calculated by subtracting injury accidents 
from the total number of accidents).  While it is encouraging to note that injury accidents have 
decreased 11% from what was reported in 1977, reports of accidents resulting in property damage 
only have decreased by 59% in the same time frame.  Prior to year 2012, the reasons for the trend 
regarding property damage only accidents were difficult to determine, but based on the changes in 
reporting procedures made in 2012 it appears that the decrease was due in part to a reduction in the 
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number of police reports written for such accidents.  The change in reporting procedures will result 
in a more accurate description of the actual number of accidents taking place in the City of 
Coronado. 
 
Accident Locations 
 
By studying the locations where accidents occur, City staff can focus attention on improving those 
areas experiencing problems.  The location of each accident is graphically shown on the Collision 
Maps included at the end of this report.  In order to implement measures that improve traffic safety 
it is important to identify locations in the City where multiple accidents occur on a regular basis.  
While it is not possible to eliminate accidents from these locations entirely due to driver error 
playing a role in each collision, it is possible to identify the primary cause factor (PCF) responsible 
for an accident, determine if a location experiences accidents based on a common cause, and 
recommend improvements aimed at addressing the common cause.  Caltrans conducts an annual 
safety audit of its roadways and considers a location as “high incidence” when five or more 
collisions occur in a 12-month period; see Table 9 for locations on state highways that experienced 
five or more collisions in 2012.  
 
Traffic volumes on the state highways are significantly higher than on City-owned streets and 
subsequently, there are locations that experience greater accident frequency than most locations on 
City-owned streets.  The Engineering Department has established a high-accident threshold of three 
accidents in order to trigger a review of a location for a safety concern.  Table 10 shows the locations 
within the City’s right of way where three or more collisions occurred during calendar year 2012. 
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As can be interpreted from the maps, the locations of all 269 accidents can be broken down as shown 
in Table 7. 
 

TABLE 7:  2012 ACCIDENT LOCATION BREAKDOWN 

LOCATION NUMBER OF REPORTED 
ACCIDENTS 

PERCENTAGE OF 
TOTAL ACCIDENTS* 

THE VILLAGE 
(FROM AVENIDA DE LAS ARENAS TO THE NORTH) 230 85.5% 

ORANGE AVENUE 
(BETWEEN POMONA AVENUE AND FIRST STREET) 79 29.3 % 

SR 75 – SILVER STRAND (INCLUDES CORONADO CAYS 
ACCIDENTS) 
(SOUTHERN CITY BOUNDARY TO AVENIDA DE LAS ARENAS) 

39 14.5 % 

THIRD STREET 21 7.8 % 
FOURTH STREET 22 8.1 % 

*Percentages in Table 7 do not total 100% as some categories overlap. 
 
There are several locations (primarily intersections) that experienced five or more accidents in 2012. 
These locations, and the number of accidents reported at each, are listed in Table 8 below: 

 
TABLE 8:  LOCATIONS WITH FIVE OR MORE ACCIDENTS DURING 2012 

LOCATION NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS 
Orange Avenue at Fifth Street 13 
Orange Avenue at Tenth Street 8 
Orange Avenue at Fourth Street 8 
Orange Avenue at B Avenue 7 
Orange Avenue at Ninth Street 7 
Orange Avenue at First Street 6 
Orange Avenue at C Avenue 6 
Orange Avenue at Third Street 5 
Orange Avenue at Seventh Street 5 

 
As seen in the table, and as would be expected, all of the locations that experienced five or more 
accidents are on Orange Avenue, one of the more heavily traveled roads that traverse Coronado.  The 
locations that experienced five or more accidents in 2012, along with the reported primary collision 
factors, are detailed in Table 9.  In addition, a comparison of the number of accidents that occurred on 
state highways versus City streets is shown in Table 11. 
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TABLE 9:  LOCATIONS ON STATE ROUTES WITH FIVE OR MORE ACCIDENTS 

LOCATION # OF 
ACCIDENTS 

TYPE OF 
ACCIDENT 

PRIMARY COLLISION 
FACTORS 

TIME OF 
DAY OTHER 

Orange Avenue (SR 75) 
at Fifth Street 13 

Broadside 
Sideswipe 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 

Auto R/W Violation 
Improper Turning 

Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 

Unsafe Speed* 
Improper Turning 

Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 

07:59 
18:00 
07:55 
09:45 
15:35 
20:10 
11:41 
15:20 
07:55 
14:49 
19:10 
06:02 
10:53 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Involved a bicyclist 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Avenue (SR 75) 
at Tenth Street 8 

Sideswipe 
Hit Object 
Rear-End 
Sideswipe 
Sideswipe 
Rear-End 
Rear-End 
Sideswipe 

Ped R/W Violation 
Unsafe Backing 

Driving under Influence 
Unknown 

Improper Turning 
Following Too Close 

Unsafe Speed* 
Unsafe Speed* 

17:48 
10:50 
01:43 
12:19 
10:00 
11:54 
13:00 
11:02 

Involved a pedestrian 
Single vehicle crash 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Avenue (SR 75) 
at Fourth Street 8 

Rear-End 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Sideswipe 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 

Unsafe Speed* 
Driving under Influence 

Unsafe Lane Change 
Auto R/W Violation 
Improper Turning 

Driving under Influence 
Hazardous Movement 

Improper Turning 

14:44 
20:05 
17:05 
16:55 
20:03 
23:50 
20:19 
16:22 

 

Orange Avenue (SR 75) 
at Ninth Street 7 

Broadside 
Rear-End 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Broadside 
Sideswipe 

Auto R/W Violation 
Unsafe Speed* 

Auto R/W Violation 
Auto R/W Violation  
Auto R/W Violation  
Auto R/W Violation  

Improper Turning 

11:39 
15:06 
14:29 
16:24 
09:35 
15:44 
08:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Involved a bicyclist 

Orange Avenue (SR 75) 
at B Avenue 7 

Broadside 
Hit Object 
Broadside 
Hit Object 
Broadside 
Rear-End 
Rear-End 

Auto R/W Violation 
Unsafe Backing 

Auto R/W Violation 
Unsafe Backing 

Auto R/W Violation 
Unsafe Starting 

Driving under Influence 

08:00 
12:38 
18:30 
15:50 
10:11 
07:00 
16:20 

 
Single vehicle crash 

 
Single vehicle crash 
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*Note:  “Unsafe Speed” does not necessarily mean excessive speed.  Unsafe speed can be characterized as 
driving too fast for the conditions present.  For instance, a rear-end collision with a car going five miles an 
hour hitting a stopped car could be classified as being caused by unsafe speed. 

 
TABLE 10:  LOCATIONS ON CITY STREETS WITH THREE OR MORE ACCIDENTS 

LOCATION # OF 
ACCIDENTS 

TYPE OF 
ACCIDENT 

PRIMARY COLLISION 
FACTORS 

TIME OF 
DAY OTHER 

Orange Avenue at First 
Street 6 

Other 
Rear-End 
Sideswipe 
Broadside 
Sideswipe 
Broadside 

Unsafe Backing 
Unsafe Speed 

Unsafe Backing 
Unknown 

Driving under Influence 
Driving under Influence 

18:53 
16:11 
17:40 
16:36 
19:21 
23:05 

 
 
 

Involved a bicyclist 
 

 

Orange Avenue at 
Second Street 4 

Broadside 
Sideswipe 
Broadside 
Broadside 

Driving under Influence 
Auto R/W Violation 
Pedestrian Violation 
Auto R/W Violation 

21:30 
12:30 
17:22 
06:11 

 
 

Involved a pedestrian 
 

First Street at B Avenue 3 
Rear-End 

Vehicle-Ped. 
Rear-End 

Unsafe Starting 
Ped. R/W Violation 

Unsafe Starting 

14:00 
20:06 
14:04 

 
Involved a pedestrian 

 

 
 

TABLE 11:  FIVE-YEAR COMPARISON OF ACCIDENTS ON STATE HIGHWAYS VERSUS CITY STREETS 
 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

# OF 
ACCIDENTS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
ACCIDENTS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
ACCIDENTS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
ACCIDENTS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
ACCIDENTS 

% OF 
TOTAL 

STATE 
HIGHWAY 130 57.8% 126 64.6% 96 54.5% 103 57.5% 152 56.5% 

CITY 
STREET 80 35.6% 69 35.4% 73 41.4% 71 39.7% 109 40.5% 

PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 15 6.7% 0 0% 7 3.9% 5 2.8% 8 2.9% 

TOTAL 225 100% 195 100% 176 100% 179 100% 269 100% 
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Type of Accidents 
 
Table 12 details the types of accidents reported during 2012 as well as similar data for the time frame 
since 2007.  
 

TABLE 12:  TYPES OF REPORTED ACCIDENTS 

 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  

# OF 
EACH 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
EACH 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
EACH 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
EACH 

% OF 
TOTAL 

# OF 
EACH 

% OF 
TOTAL 

5 
YEAR 
AVG. 

FATAL 
COLLISIONS 1 <1%% 0 0% 2 1% 2 1% 0 0% 1.0 

INJURY 
COLLISIONS 101 55% 85 47% 95 54% 88 49% 107 40% 95.2 

PROPERTY 
DAMAGE 
ONLY 

83 45% 96 53% 73 41% 89 50% 162 60% 100.6 

AUTO/ 
BICYCLE 15 8% 15 8% 14 8% 21 12% 25 9% 18.0 

AUTO/ 
PEDESTRIAN 8 4% 7 4% 6 3% 8 4% 13 5% 8.4 

HIT AND RUN 26 14% 37 20% 26 15% 34 19% 56 21% 35.8 
SINGLE 
VEHICLE 34 18% 19 10% 25 15% 30 17% 32 12% 28.0 

UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE 23 12% 17 9% 15 8% 21 12% 19 7% 19.0 

TOTAL 
COLLISIONS 184 - 181 - 176 - 179 - 269  197.8 

Note:  % of Total columns do not total to 100% as some categories overlap. 
 
Time of Accidents 
 
The total number of accidents reported within Coronado during each month of 2012 is reported in Table 
13, as well as the number of specific types of accidents.  Graph E depicts the overall number of 
accidents each month during 2012 as well, but separates them into “Property Damage Only” and “Injury 
Accident” categories.  Coronado typically experiences an increased number of accidents during the 
summer months (typically considered to be May through August) when the number of visitors coming 
to Coronado is at its peak.  As can be seen in Table 13, 2012 appears to be somewhat surprising, 
considering the month of February experienced the most collisions, with 27, while the summer months 
of May, June, and July experienced 26, 24, and 25 collisions respectively.  It appears the reason for the 
increased number of collisions in February was primarily due to an unusually high number of collisions 
involving parked vehicles.  The average number of collisions involving parked vehicles in 2012 was 
three per month (excluding February), whereas February experienced 10 collisions involving a parked 
car.  This seems to be the only tangible evidence to explain the increased number of collisions in 
February. 
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TABLE 13:  TYPE OF ACCIDENTS REPORTED DURING 2012 

 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS 
# OF 
FATALITIES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

INJURY 
COLLISIONS 6 5 8 15 7 4 7 15 14 13 7 6 107 

# OF INJURIES 6 7 9 19 8 6 11 17 16 16 8 11 134 

AUTO/ 
PEDESTRIAN 2 0 2 2 1 1 0 2 2 0 1 0 13 

AUTO/ 
BICYCLE 3 1 1 1 0 0 4 2 6 4 2 1 25 

AUTO/ 
MOTORCYCLE 0 0 2 0 4 1 1 5 1 2 1 0 17 

HIT AND RUN 7 8 4 2 7 5 4 5 5 4 3 2 56 

UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE 0 1 3 2 2 0 2 2 2 1 2 2 19 

SINGLE 
VEHICLE 2 4 5 2 4 2 5 2 2 1 1 2 32 

TOTAL 
COLLISIONS 19 27 22 21 26 24 25 24 24 23 20 14 269 
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Primary Collision Factors 
 
Primary collision factors for all 269 reported accidents within Coronado City limits during 2012 are 
included in Graph F.  As seen in the graph, the majority of accidents were caused by right-of-way 
violations, improper turning, and unsafe speeds.  
 
The majority of collisions caused by auto right-of-way violation, improper turning, and unsafe speed 
occurred on the state highways.  The locations experiencing a broadside type collision with a primary 
cause factor of Auto R/W Violation are typically the unsignalized intersections of Fifth, Seventh, and 
Ninth Streets with Orange Avenue.  Accidents due to “improper turning” seem to occur on both state 
highways and City streets with no apparent pattern. 

 
It should be noted that unsafe speed does not imply that these accidents were caused by vehicles 
traveling in excess of the posted speed limit.  Unsafe speed can be better characterized as traveling too 
fast for the conditions present at the time of the collision.  For instance, a rear-end collision with a car 
going five miles per hour could have unsafe speed listed as a primary factor in the collision.  In 
examining the accidents that had unsafe speed listed in as a primary factor in 2012, it was found that 
20 of the 28 (71%) were, in fact, rear-end accidents.  
 
Accidents Resulting in Fatalities 
 
No collisions resulting in a fatality were reported during the year 2012. 
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Accidents 
 
Accidents involving pedestrians and bicyclists can, depending upon the location, require a different set 
of improvements in order to rectify potential safety issues.  With the large number of pedestrians and 
bicyclists that travel across Coronado every day, and the increased risk of injuries or fatalities resulting 
from these types of accidents, it is important to pay special attention to these types of accidents.  Maps 
showing the locations of all pedestrian and bicycle-related accidents are included as attachments to this 
report.  
 
City staff reviewed each individual accident report involving pedestrians and bicyclists to determine if 
any conclusions, and ultimately safety recommendations, could be made at this time.  In 2012, 17 of 
the 25 collisions involving a bicyclist occurred at an intersection, while the remaining eight occurred 
at least 100 feet away from an intersection.  The majority of these accidents (11) occurred at controlled 
intersections, while the other six occurred at uncontrolled locations.  Of the 17 intersection collisions, 
10 were attributed to right-of-way violations; this usually occurs when a cyclist or motorist is expecting 
the other driver to yield.  This suggests that either the City needs to re-evaluate its warrant criteria for 
the installation of yield and/or stop signs, or help promote educational campaigns for motorists, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians. 
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CONCLUSIONS REGARDING ACCIDENTS IN CORONADO 
 
Overall, the number of accidents occurring within the City of Coronado has been declining for three 
decades.  The number of accidents occurring during 2012 was higher than the number of reported 
accidents in 2011; however, this increase seems to be due in large part to a change in local Police 
Department reporting procedures.  However, the changes seen from year to year seem to be getting 
smaller, suggesting that current traffic facilities, combined with current traffic patterns, may be 
reaching a natural plateau with regard to the number of resulting traffic accidents.  This by no means 
indicates that staff’s work in the area of traffic safety is complete.  As long as collisions continue to 
occur, City staff will research the causes of accidents to see if improvements can be made.  After 
analyzing data for the year 2012, staff believes the following statistics are worth noting: 
 
 32 accidents involved a single vehicle.  This is higher than the five-year average of 28 single vehicle 

accidents.  Unfortunately, this type of accident is often caused by driver error and is not easily 
correctable through traffic control measures. 

 
 107 accidents resulted in injuries.  This is higher than the five-year average of 95.2 injury accidents 

but still seems within the typical range of what would be expected for a 12-month period in 
Coronado.  No new improvements or changes in traffic patterns seem to be responsible for the 
increase. 

 
 19 accidents involved driving under the influence, matching the five-year average for DUI accidents 

of 19 per year. 
 
 13 accidents were auto/pedestrian accidents; this is higher than the five-year average of 8.3.  The 

City is committed to increasing pedestrian safety and is always seeking ways to make 
improvements.  At this time, no new improvements or changes in traffic patterns appear to be 
responsible for the increase in accidents, and no specific patterns are seen regarding the location or 
reason for these accidents.  As a result, no specific improvements are recommended at this time. 

 
 In 2012, 39 accidents occurred on the Silver Strand portion of SR 75 between mileposts 11.2 

(Coronado’s southern city limit) and 18.0 (Avenida de las Arenas).  This is an increase of fourteen 
accidents from the number reported in 2011; in 2011, eight of the 25 reported collisions were of the 
rear-end type, and in 2012 that number rose to 19.  Upon further examination it was found that the 
PCF in the majority of these rear-end collisions was unsafe speed; this may or may not be attributed 
to “high speeds” since many rear-end collisions are categorized as unsafe speed even when the 
involved vehicles are traveling below the speed limit. 

 
 56 accidents were considered hit and run.  This is higher than the five-year average of 35.8 and a 

40% increase from 2011.  Unfortunately, little can be done to correct this type of behavior. 
 
 25 accidents were auto/bicycle accidents.  The five-year average is 18 auto/bicycle accidents per 

year.  This is the highest number of reported auto/bicycle collisions during the past ten years, 
eclipsing 2011’s previous high of 21 accidents.  In an effort to improve bicycle safety in Coronado, 
a Bicycle Master Plan was adopted by the City Council in March 2011.  The plan includes 
recommendations for future Capital Improvement Projects aimed at improving bicycle safety, 
several of which were installed during fall 2013.  The Bicycle Advisory Committee (established in 

293



 

~ 18 ~ 
 

December 2011) is planning bicycle rodeos, which include educational components regarding 
bicycle safety, and other events aimed at educating bicyclists regarding safe bicycling practices.  
Analysis of 2013 accident information, when completed, may provide insight as to whether or not 
these efforts are having a positive impact on bicycle-related traffic accidents. 

 
The locations on City streets that experienced three or more accidents, as reported in Table 10, were 
specifically reviewed by staff to determine if any improvements could be made to improve each 
location’s overall safety. The results of this analysis are as follows: 
 

 Orange and First – DUIs cannot typically be corrected with physical improvements, nor can 
accidents caused by unsafe backing.  The accident caused by “Unsafe Speed” was a low-speed 
collision that could not have been avoided with additional improvements.  Therefore, no 
improvements are recommended at this time. 

 Orange and Second – DUIs cannot be corrected with physical improvements.  Since 2012, the 
City has installed “Keep Clear” pavement legends and extended some of the red curb zones 
adjacent to the intersection.  It is believed these improvements will reduce the number of auto 
right-of-way collisions and may help improve pedestrian safety as well.  Analysis of future 
accident data will provide staff with a better understanding of whether or not these 
improvements were successful.  In addition, a bulb-out project is being proposed for Fiscal Year 
14/15 that will, if approved and constructed, improve pedestrian safety at this location. 

 First and B – Unsafe starting is a driver error that is difficult to correct with physical 
improvements.  The intersection currently features enhanced crosswalks, in-street pedestrian 
crossing signs, and is lit by a street light on the northeast corner.  Given the existence of these 
improvements, as well as the fact that the third remaining collision was caused by a pedestrian 
right-of-way violation, no additional improvements are recommended at this time. 

 
The Coronado Police Department plays a key role in ongoing efforts to improve safety for the traveling 
public.  Mobile speed radars are routinely placed at various locations throughout the City to increase 
driver awareness of their speed compared to the posted speed limits.  The Police also deploy variable 
message signs (as does Public Services) to alert motorists of traffic incidents or special events.  The 
message signs are also used to deliver brief educational slogans encouraging drivers to obey traffic 
laws.  
 
City Engineering staff is continuously looking for ways to improve safety for motorists, bicyclists, and 
pedestrians traveling within City limits.  Engineering staff typically presents traffic-related safety issues 
to the City’s Traffic Operations Committee (TOC) on a monthly basis.  If recommended by the TOC, 
these items are either forwarded to the City manager to determine if they should be placed on a City 
Council agenda, or installed in the field, depending upon the item in question.  Examples of measures 
recommended by the TOC that were ultimately installed include marked pedestrian crosswalks at the 
intersection of Coronado Cays Boulevard and Grande Caribe Causeway, as well as right-turn 
restrictions onto the I and J alleys from Fifth Street to prevent commuters from impacting the residential 
neighborhoods.  A complete list of the items brought before the TOC during 2012 is included in 
Appendix A of this report. 
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APPENDIX A – ISSUES PRESENTED TO THE TOC IN 2012 
 
 
January 26, 2012 
1. Prohibit Motorcycles from Passing Queued Vehicles on the Right in Front of the Coronado Yacht Club  
2. Relocation of an Existing 40-Foot Yellow Loading Zone along the Northbound Side of the 1000 Block of Orange 

Avenue  
3. Removal of an Existing 25' Yellow Loading Zone on C Avenue in Front of El Cordova Garage  
4. 2010 Annual Traffic Report  
 
February 23, 2012 
1. Blue Curb Zone in Front of the Residence at 736 F Avenue  
2. Valet Parking for Sharp Coronado Hospital at 265 Soledad Place  
3. Valet Parking for Nicky Rottens Bar and Burger Joint at 100 Orange Avenue  
4. Blue Curb Zone in Front of the Residence at 239 B Avenue  
5. Yield Signs at the Bike Path Crossing at the Coronado Cays Entrance  
 
March 22, 2012 
1. Blue Curb Zone and/or White Curb Zone in Front of 1133 First Street 
2. Restrict Parking along the East Side of Coronado Cays Boulevard between Green Turtle Road and Montego Court 

between the Hours of 2-5 a.m.  
 
April 26, 2012 
1. Marked Pedestrian Crosswalk in the Alley between Boney’s Bayside Market and its Off-site Parking Lot (Block 171) 

 
June 28, 2012 (no meeting in May) 
1. Blue Curb Zone in front of the Residence at 450 D Avenue  
 
July 26, 2012 
1. Accommodate a New Stop for the Old Town Trolley Tour Company on Orange Avenue adjacent to Coronado Rotary 

Plaza 
 
August 23, 2012 
1. Marked Pedestrian Crosswalk at the Intersection of Alameda Boulevard and Tenth Street 
 
October 25, 2012 (no meeting in September) 
1. Right-Turn Restrictions on Fifth Street at the Alleys between Alameda Boulevard/J Avenue and J Avenue/I Avenue  
2. Marked Pedestrian Crosswalks at the Intersection of Coronado Cays Boulevard and Grand Caribe Causeway  
 
December 20, 2012 (Special Meeting) (no meeting in November) 
1. Marked Pedestrian Crosswalk at the Intersection of Loma Avenue and Star Park Circle  
2. Red Curb Zone on Ninth Street at Orange Avenue  
3. Red Curb Zones and Evaluation of Available Sight Distance at Critical Intersections along Third and Fourth Streets  
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