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A retired Marine Corps Major General, a former staff director of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee, and a long-time crusader for reform in the Pentagon.  In his new book, he writes 

about the importance of strong, ethical, moral leadership in all aspects of our lives, and how 

politicians in Washington are failing this critical test. 

 

Punaro opens the book in Vietnam—and the ultimate sacrifice made by one of his Marines, 

Cpl. Hammonds, who was killed when he left a safe position to help a wounded Punaro.  This 

example of selflessness has influenced Punaro’s entire career, from the causes he has champi-

oned to the leaders he has chosen to work with.  After leaving active service, Punaro entered 

the battlefield of Washington politics. On War and Politics includes stories about political lu-

minaries such as John McCain, the Clintons, the Presidents Bush, Colin Powell, Robert Gates, 

Sam Nunn (under whom Punaro worked as national security advisor), and Ash Carter. 

 

On War and Politics offers important lessons for today’s leaders and civilians alike. 
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